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HORRORFEST INTERNATIONAL 2020 
ANNOUNCE A CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
PRESENTED BY THE FILM AND MEDIA ALLIANCE OF SOUTHERN UTAH (FMASU)  

 
 
St. George, UT--The nonprofit Film and Media Alliance of Southern Utah (FMASU) announced today that for the 
first time since HorrorFest began in the early 2000's, the long-running Halloween-inspired film festival will broaden its 
horizons this October. From now until September 23rd, 2020, the newly named HorrorFest International will be 
accepting horror-based features, shorts, and screenplays from storytellers all over the world. Festival dates are 
currently set for Friday, October 23rd-Saturday October 24th with Southern Utah again serving as the host of the 
event. Filmmakers are greatly encouraged to submit their horror-based projects starting today. All submissions will be 
viewed in their entirety with programmers picking the strongest efforts of the bunch in an effort to put together the 
ultimate (and most terrifying) lineup for this October's spine-tingling festivities.  
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Adam Mast--Co-Founder of FMASU and co-director of programming for HorrorFest International 2020, said, 
"Horror-Fest began in modest fashion in the early 2000s. It was simply designed as a means to keep the history of 
horror cinema alive by way of shining a spotlight on countless horror gems of yesteryear. Simply put, I wanted it to be 
the kind of horror-loving get together I myself would like to attend. A little selfish, but believe me...It all comes from a 
place of passion. Of course, in the years since its debut, other elements have been added to the equation. In addition 
to the showcasing of genre-based work by storytellers in the state of Utah, we also implemented a quick turnaround 
competition called "The Halloween Edition of the Guerilla Filmmaking Challenge" back in 2005. This October, we're 
opening things up and quite frankly, I couldn't be any more excited." 
 
John Pugh--Co-Founder of FMASU and director of programming for HorrorFest International 2020, said, "This is a 
dream come true! I absolutely love the horror genre and while I'll always be a fan of the classics, I'm very excited 
about this HorrorFest expansion because we now have an opportunity to share the work of future genre storytelling 
voices alongside the work of the influential artists who inspired them. And the very idea that we'll get to experience 
these films with what we trust will be a very enthusiastic group of horror-loving attendees makes the whole endeavor 
even more exciting." 
 
Jeff Sanders--Director of programming for HorrorFest International 2020, said, "As a filmmaker and a lifelong fan 
of horror myself, the whole concept of HorroFest International truly hits the sweet spot for me. Honestly, I've thought 
about putting a genre-based film festival together for quite some time so the opportunity to be an instrumental part of 
something like this is pretty difficult to express in words. The end goal here is not only to scare and to be scared but 
to be inspired by storytellers of the future and of the past. And come this October, you'll feel first hand exactly what 
I'm talking about."  
 
Announced today: Call for film submissions. No matter where you hail from and no matter how scary 
or wicked your film, submit your horror-based features, shorts, and screenplays between now and 
September 23rd. Further details at fmasu.com/horrorfest or filmfreeway.com/horrorfest. 
 

 
 
HORRORFEST INTERNATIONAL 
Since the early 2000s, Horror-Fest has prided itself on the showcasing of countless horror gems of yesteryear in a bid to not only 
keep the spirit of horror film history alive but to entertain audiences and to champion the big screen experience. Through the years, 
this long-running fest has brought titles like "The Exorcist," Psycho," "Jaws," "Dawn of the Dead," "Phantasm," "Frankenstein," 
"Dracula," "Halloween," "Poltergeist," "The Omen," "Evil Dead II," "Fright Night," "Creepshow," and "The Shining" back to the big 
screen in terrifying fashion. All in all, Horror-Fest has screened well over 60 influential horror properties throughout its nearly 
two-decade run. In 2005, "The Halloween Edition of the Guerilla Filmmaking Challenge" was thrown into the mix. This quick 
turnaround storytelling competition would allow filmmakers of all ages and all skill sets the chance to put together short film projects 
using any resources available to them and to have a rare opportunity to experience their creations on the big screen with a live 
audience. Horror-Fest would eventually evolve even further and become a showcase for various film projects produced in Southern 
Utah and throughout the state. Now, the newly branded HorrorFest International will open its arms to genre storytellers from all over 
the world making for what will most certainly be the most fun you'll ever have being scared!  

 
FILM AND MEDIA ALLIANCE OF SOUTHERN UTAH (FMASU) 
FMASU is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit designed to encourage, inspire, and nurture filmmaking talent and to preserve film history and the 
theatrical experience. While FMASU prides itself on its Southern Utah roots, it is equally interested in championing storytellers from 
all around the world. Of course, the primary goal is to engage everyone through the culturally expansive nature of the world's 
greatest art form; Cinema! 
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